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of polio has been reported in the Philippines, a
month before an international mass vaccination
campaign kicks off in the country. The virus is

believed to have been contracted from an infected
child in the central city of Dasmariñas in the

province of Cavite in the south-east of the country,
according to the World Health Organization. The

child was not vaccinated, and the family is believed
to have developed the virus from an infected

relative. Tests are due to be carried out on the
family to confirm the case. “No poliomyelitis cases
have been reported previously in the Philippines,”

said an official statement from the Philippines’
health department. “The disease has been
eradicated in the country since 1999. “The

epidemiological investigation is ongoing. The whole
family is now under medical quarantine and is

receiving appropriate treatment. “As part of our
regular mass vaccination program, there is also an

enhanced focus and intensified vaccination activities
in schools that have large population of children

under five.” The Philippines is one of 14 countries in
Asia that have not been certified as polio-free by the
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World Health Organization. The Philippines
completed its series of mass immunisation

campaign in May 2015, but in the process of doing
so uncovered several clusters of wild polio cases
that had been missed by the WHO. The campaign
was suspended in early February for two weeks
after several people were diagnosed with the

disease. “The global polio eradication programme is
undaunted,” said the WHO in a statement on

Saturday. “This is a wake-up call to all people of the
world to never, ever give up on polio.” Next week,

campaigns are planned to vaccinate millions of
children in Pakistan and Afghanistan, as well as in
Nigeria, Syria and Angola. The polio eradication

campaign is funded by the Global Polio Eradication
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